1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



AMEMDRWEiMTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please amend claims 1,4. 10, and 27, and cancel claims 2-3, 6, 11, and 25- 
26 without prejudice, all as indicated below: 

Claim 1 (currently amended). A method of binding a plurality of sheets into a bound 
sheet stack, comprising: 

providing a first sheet and a second sheet , at least one of the sheets having a 
protective coating applied to at least a portion thereof ; 

pr i nt i ng on at le ast a portion of th e f i rst or second sh ee t; 

fo ll ow i ng pr i nt i ng on th e f i rst or s e cond she e t, app l ying a transpar e nt 
prot e ct i v e coat i ng to at le ast a port i on of th e first or s e cond sh ee t; 

fo ll owing app l y i ng th e transpar e nt prot e ct i v e coating, overlaying the first and 
second sheets so that at least a portion of the protective coating on the at least one 
sheet contacts the other sheet; and 

fo l low i ng ov e r l aying th e first and s e cond sh ee ts, applying a binding energy to 
a binding region defined on the first and second sheets to thereby bind the sheets 
into a sheet stack, wherein the binding energv comprises ultrasonic energv the 
b i nd i ng r e g i on compr i s i ng a s ele cted ar e a of th e transparent protect i v e coat i ng on 
th e at l e ast on e sh ee t, th e s e l e cted ar e a be i ng i n contact w i th tho oth e r sh ee t . 

Claims 2-3 (canceled). 

Claim 4 (currently amended). The method of claim 1, and wherein the binding 
energy is selected to cause the transpar e nt protective coating on the at least one 
sheet to substantially fuse to the other sheet in binding region. 

Claim 5 (withdrawn). The method of claim 1, and wherein the binding energy is 
selected to cause the protective coating on the at least one sheet to partially fuse to 
the other sheet in binding region. 

Claim 6 (canceled). 
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Claim 7 (original). The method of claim 1 , and wherein the first and second sheets 
are each defined by a first edge, and when the sheets are overlaid, the first edges of 
the sheets substantially coincide, and further wherein the binding region extends 
inwardly from the first edge of the sheets. 

Claim 8 (original). The method of claim 1, and wherein: 

the sheets are each further defined by a first corner; 

when the sheets are overlaid, the respective first corners substantially 
coincide; and 

the binding region is located at the first corner of the sheets. 

Claim 9 (original). The method of claim 1. and further comprising, prior to applying 
the binding energy, folding the first sheet to thereby create a first sheet folded edge, 
and folding the second sheet to thereby create a second sheet folded edge, and 
wherein the binding region extends along the folded edges of the sheets. 

Claim 10 (currently amended). A method of producing a bound document, 
comprising_sequentially: 

providing a first sheet of media; 

providing a second sheet of media; 

generating an image on the first sheet of media; 

applying a transparent protective coating to the first sheet of media; 

laying the second sheet onto the first sheet so at least a portion of the 
transparent protective coating on the first sheet contacts the second sheet; and 

applying a binding energy to a preselected binding region of the first and 
second sheets to thereby bind the sheets into a sheet stack , wherein the binding 
energv comprises ultrasonic energy . 

Claim 1 1 (canceled). 
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Claim 12 (original). The method of claim 10, and wherein the first and second 
sheets of media are each defined by a respective first edge, and when the second 
sheet is laid onto the first sheet, the respective first edges of the sheets substantially 
coincide. 

Claim 13 (previously presented). The method of claim 12. and further comprising 
sequentially: 

providing a third sheet of media which is defined by a first edge; 

generating an image on the second sheet of media; 

applying a transparent protective coating to the second sheet of media; 

laying the third sheet onto the second sheet so at least a portion of the 
transparent protective coating on the second sheet contacts the third sheet and so 
that the respective first edges of the sheets substantially coincide; and 

applying the binding energy to the preselected binding area to thereby bind 
the third sheet into the sheet stack. 

Claim 14 (withdrawn). The method of claim 13, and wherein the binding energy is 
first applied to the first and second sheets to form a sheet sub-stack, and the binding 
energy is then applied to the third sheet and the sheet sub-stack to form the sheet 
stack. 

Claim 15 (original). The method of claim 13, and wherein the binding energy is 
applied to the first, the second and the third sheets simultaneously to form the sheet 
stack. 

Claim 16 (previously presented). The method of claim 10, and wherein the binding 
energy is applied so as to cause the transparent protective coating on at least one of 
the sheets to become plastic in the preselected binding region. 

Claims 17-26 (cancelled). 
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Claim 27 (currently amended). A method of binding a plurality of sheets into a bound 
sheet stack, comprising: 

providing a first sheet and a second sheet; 

printing on at least a portion of the first or second sheet, wherein the printing 
includes thermally fusing an imaging media to the first or second sheet; 

following printing on the first or second sheet, applying a transparent 
protective coating to at least a portion of the first or second sheet; 

following applying the transparent protective coating, overlaying the first and 
second sheets so that at least a portion of the protective coating on the at least one 
sheet contacts the other sheet; and 

following overlaying the first and second sheets, applying a thermal binding 
energy to a binding region defined on the first and second sheets to thereby bind the 
sheets into a sheet stack, wherein t he binding energy comprises ultrasonic 
energ y r e a i on comDr i s i na a s el ect e d ar e a of th e transpar e nt prot e ctiv e coat i ng on th e 
at le ast on e sheet, th e s ele ct e d ar e a b ei ng i n contact w i th th e oth e r sh ee t . 

— End of Amendments to the Claims - 



(Continued on next page.) 
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